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Food ... (continued from page 1) one launched April 1st with an announcement BIFS manages a demonstration garden using
of regional grants of $100,000 each for the regenerative principles at Grafton Agricultural
impact agriculture production. In all circumstances,  establishment of “Living Labs” Comrr]nons. Eatlfzjer thﬁn f|0ﬁusin§|] ondthe pklants, thiy
these local government policies must adhere to the emphasize building healthy soil and working “wit
AgriculturaIgLand Commission Act as well as the In practical terms, these regional research hubs will  nature”to support biodiversity using crop rotation,
Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act” “centre on farms, where farmers and researchers pollinator plants, and compost, and by keeping
can co-develop best practices, including cover the soil covered with mulch or cover crops. Many
The need to protect agricultural land and farming crops, intercropping, conversion of marginal principles of regenerative agriculture have been
practices on Bowen, as well as the threat of an land to permanent cover, shelterbelts, nutrient practiced by Indigenous peoples throughout the
unpredictable climate, are what prompted the management, and inclusion of pulses in rotations”  world for millennia.
formation of Bowen Island FoodResilience Society BIFS is hopeful that Kwantlen Polytechnic g A g
(BIFS, formerly Bl Food Sovereignty) in Food connects us to one another and to
2017, BIFS is one of several groupsand by focusing on regenerative agriculture  hature Itis 2 measure %fr]:’ﬁflﬁﬁfonrﬂ wellbeing
abou); food, climate, and community and |OCa| |Z|ng our fOOd System, we Can cultural roots. The production and distribution
o Crente 3 hestty esitent, commany. adldress the climate emergency while Word economies with the personal saues of
based food system that addresses the Stlmulatlng a healthier local food economy”. aﬁcess, afforddability, andheqllojity. Lri]nking both
climate emergency and social justice the micro and macro is the biosphere, our
issues,”is inspired %y food sovereignty and biological home. Not only is food essential to
regenerative agriculture groups working University’s (KPU) Sustainable Agriculture and Food life, but the ways in which food is produced
worldwide. Systems program in Surrey will be selected as a for human consumption can either acknowledge
hub. human rights and restore planetary health or
In 2019, members of BIFS, led by agroecologist jeopardize our species’ chances for survival.
Julie P. Sage, M.Sc., A. Ag, published two research Regenerative agriculture advocates “no till”
reports, the Communication and Engagement methods, supporting the “soil food web"” as On Bowen Island, where farm culture has been
Groundwork Report, a at risk of fading into history, there are about a
study that explores Bowen dozen market gardeners
Islanders’ experiences and and animal raisers trying to
attitudes about food, farming survive with seasonal sales
and climate, and the Agrarian at thg faggwAeLs’ marketafgrm
Analysis, a compendium stands, oxes, and by
of da)fca documepnting selling produce to local
the island’s physical restaurants and grocery
characteristics, land use, and zltores. Wha}(happznfs when
otential for agricultural isaster strikes, and ferr
gctivity. ? service is interrupted? V\)//ill
there be fresh food on the
Harold Steves, a 5th island? How can we ensure
generation farmer and that our local food supply is
Richmond City Councillor not unduly dependent on
said“..[these] are two of imports?
the best reports | have seen
from agrologists anywhere, Thelslands Trustand
because they cover the wide Bowen Island Municipality

spread of everything you
could think about to resolve
this problem.”

Beginning with a short
history of Bowen'’s
agricultural past, The
Agrarian Analysis includes
an extensive glossary and
references, making it a useful
resource for planning and
policy action related to land
use, biodiversity, and natural
resources. The report also
offers a set of “food system
resilience indicators” specific
to Bowen Island that were
formulated using the Food
Action Plan Framework
developed for Metro
Vancouver municipalities in
2016.

Until recently, conversations
about the climate emergency
were framed in terms of
disaster preparedness,
mitigation, and adaptation.
Climate action plans have
prioritized infrastructure and
transportation measures

for meeting mitigation and
adaptation goals. But, by
focusing on regenerative
agriculture and localizing our
food system, we can address
the climate emergency while
stimulating a healthier local
food economy.

have each declared that
we are living in a “Climate
Emergency.”Now is the
time to update the OCP
to strengthen and expand
the island’s agricultural
activity inside and out of
the ALR. And perhaps it is
time to think about creating
a municipal position that
advocates and tracks
progress toward climate
mitigation goals.

The“agricultural revolution”
in Canada is supported

by Regeneration Canada

a nonprofit organization
dedicated to “promoting

soil regeneration as a

means to mitigate climate
change, restore biodiversity,
improve water cycles, and
support a healthy food
system.” Along with Metro
Vancouver’s Regional Food
Action Plan, KPU’s various
studies and reports, and BIFS
comprehensive Agrarian
Analysis, we have all the
evidence and direction
needed to make a difference.

Maybe the word “revolution”
sounds violent, or perhaps

it summons the radical

hope of youth and a sense
that real change is possible.
Whatever your associations

Island students enjoying work and play. Photo: Jackie Bradley with the word, there is great
Regenerative agriculture potential for agriculture
is a climate mitigation strategy that is gaining popularized by Dr. Elaine Ingram. A Vancouver to “revolutionize” our relationship to nature, to
momentum regionally and nationally. The federal company, RootShootSoil, provides soil biology re-connect us to food and community, and to
government is funding research and collaboration consultation and testing services as well as a liquid ~ help us heal from the practices of domination and
that will help determine how the agricultural extract that can be used to improve the soil’s extraction.
sector can scale the amount of carbon sequestered ~ microbial life. Stimulating the natural, biological
in soil. In March, the Canadian Department of components in soil reduces the need for chemical For links to BIFS'reports, or to follow up on this
Agriculture released $185 million in funding for a additives or pesticides by supporting the natural article, please write to hellobifs@gmail.com (a
new “Agricultural Climate Solutions” project. Phase cycling of nutrients and bacterial regulation. website is in the works). sk
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Bowen Island in the Islands Trust

Most Bowen Islanders know that our community is
part of the Islands Trust, but some are still not sure
what role the Trust plays in our local government
or are not aware of the benefits of Bowen's
membership in the Islands Trust.

The fact is that a focus on the legislated mandate,
to preserve and protect the island and its unique
amenities for the benefit of residents and the
people of the province, is woven into the fabric of
local governance on Bowen Island, just as it is with
the other twelve principle islands of the Trust area.
Land use planning and development on Bowen

is generally the responsibility of our municipal
council, but just as all development on Bowen
must comply with the island’s Official Community
Plan (OCP), so too, the OCP itself must comply with
the Trust’s Policy Statement, which is the guiding
document for the whole

Trust area, administered
by the central Trust
Council.

Through a unique
“double elect”

system, Bowen Island
voters choose two
representatives to sit on
both the island’s seven
member municipal
council and on the
twenty six member
Trust Council. All
proposed amendments
to Bowen’s OCP must be
approved by the Trust
Council, and the Trust
must review and may
comment on proposed
non-OCP bylaws that
include any reference
to a matter included in
the Islands Trust Policy
Statement. The Islands
Trust and Bowen Island
Municipality also have a
Protocol Agreement that describes the principles
and processes that guide their relationship,
including a dispute resolution mechanism, if
necessary.

Given the importance of the Islands Trust Policy
Statement to the effectiveness of the Trust as a
whole, it is significant that the Trust Council is now
undertaking a review of that document to meet the
new challenges to the Trust area that have arisen in
recent years.

Updating the Islands Trust’s Policy Statement

In September 2019, the Islands Trust launched
an initiative called Islands 2050 to engage public
opinion to help the Trust plan for the next thirty
years. Central to that process is to update the
Trust's Policy Statement.

Much has changed since that document was last
written in 1994, including the following:

« Trust Council has made a commitment to

reconciliation and engagement with First Nations in

the Trust area.

« The population has grown older.

« Trust Council has declared a climate emergency.
« Development pressures in major cities around

the Trust area have caused land prices to increase,
reducing housing affordability.

« Trade has increased so more cargo ships are
travelling and anchoring in the Trust area.

The Islands Trust’s mandate is to “preserve and protect”. Photo: Will Husby.

Integrated Government from Guidance to
Directives

The current Policy Statement has advanced its
mandate through three types of policies. First, is to
articulate a position or philosophy of Trust Council.
Second, is to recommend actions to other agencies
or the public. And third, are directives, whereby
Trust Council instructs local trust committees and
island municipalities to address certain matters.

There are many examples of how the Islands Trust,
guided by its Policy Statement, works to assist
Bowen Island in the task of effective government,

each within its jurisdiction. This includes education,

such as the Community Stewardship Awards,
which recognize leadership by individuals in
the protection of the natural environment. In
2019, Trust Council adopted an action plan for
reconciliation with First Nations communities in

'Membership

Become involved with Bowen's oldest community group dedicated
to the preservation and protection of Bowen’s unique natural and
social setting. Membership benefits include informative speakers,
opportunities to meet and network with like-minded Bowen
Islanders, and a chance to become informed, of and active in,
Bowen’s evolving community.

-

1. Are you a new member of the Eco-Alliance?

ves LI no
2. Are you renewing your membership with the
Eco-Alliance? ves OO no O

3. Would you like to help with specific projects?
Which issues?

Please attach your chequeareturn to:
Bowen Island Eco—Alliance,

C/o Silberman, 1600 Tunstall Blvd.
Bowen Island, BC, VON 1G2

Name:
Email:
Phone:
Address: 4. Do you have any other comments or suggestions you
) would like to make regarding the Eco-Alliance?
Membership Fee: Single $15 O
Family $20 [
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the Trust area, and Islands Trust staff have been
made available to support Bowen’s municipality
in engagement with First Nations. In 2017, the
Trust’s role as a regional advocate aided Bowen
Island in responding to the BC Timber Sales (BCTS)
plan to commence logging on Bowen Island’s
Crown lands. In addition, the Islands Trust has
hosted or co-hosted various workshops and
forums on community issues relevant to the island.
And importantly, Islands Trust and Bowen Island
Municipality staff have regular communication,
and the Trust has supported the professional
development of municipal staff.

After extensive consultation since September

2019 with island residents, community groups

and the Bowen Island Municipality, Trust Council is
now producmg a draft bylaw of a renewed Policy
Statement. This bylaw
drafting process is
expected to extend
from March to May,
2021, with first reading
of the document to take
place in the fall. This will
be followed by another
round of publicinput.
Ministerial approval and
adoption is anticipated
to occur next summer,
in 2022.

Islands Trust
Conservancy

While the Islands

Trust Council is the
regulatory body of the
Islands Trust, its sister
organization, the Islands
Trust Conservancy is
the conservation wing,
protecting land though
voluntary measures.

On Bowen, the
Conservancy manages
the David Otter Nature Reserve, the Fairy Fen
Nature Reserve, the Singing Woods Nature Reserve,
and two conservation covenant areas.

In addition, the Conservancy administers the
Natural Area Protection Tax Exemption Program
(NAFTA), by which land owners who enter into a
conservation covenant on all or part of their land
can receive a reduction in their property tax of

up to 65%. The Bowen Island Municipality is an
active partner in the NAFTA program, working
with land owners to protect Bowen island’s natural
abundance and beauty.

For more about the Islands Trust Policy Statement
update, see: www.islandstrust.bc.ca

For more about the Islands Trust Conservancy, see:
www.islandstrustconservancy.ca s
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